
Science & Diplomacy
Central Europe and Southern Mediterranean

A roundtable to share experiences organized in collaboration with the Embassy of Italy and the 
Italian Institute of Culture in Budapest by TWAS, the academy of sciences for the developing 
world, and the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, in the framework of the 2013 Italo-Hungarian 
International Year of Culture and Science

Italian Institute of Culture 
Brody Sandor u. 8, Budapest, Hungary8 April 2013



International scienti!c cooperation and diplomacy are crucial in building 
capacity to strengthen national research and innovation systems and to 

improve scienti!c governance. Networks – such as science academies – and 
targeted policies – such as those aimed at reducing the gender gap in science – 
play a major role in this e"ort.

#e 2013 Italo-Hungarian International Year of Culture and Science provides 
the unique opportunity to explore these themes both in TWAS’s experience in 
fostering South-South cooperation as well as through the experience of Italy and 
a number of Central European and Southern Mediterranean countries.

#e traditional strength of scienti!c research in Central European countries 
can o"er valuable insights, especially if viewed from the perspective of TWAS’s 
experience in supporting developing countries, scienti!c networks and women 
scientists. Likewise, the long-standing tradition of exchanges and cooperation 
among the countries of the Mediterranean basin provides an opportunity 
for TWAS to develop partnerships to expand its North-South cooperation 
programmes.



Programme

Sunday, 7 April 2013

18:00–19:00 Registration of participants (at Hotel Nemzeti)
19:00–22:00 Welcome Bu!et 

Monday, 8 April 2013 

8:00–8:30 Registration of participants (at Italian Institute of Culture)
8:30–10:00 Opening and Welcome

Chair Romain Murenzi, Executive Director, TWAS, Italy
 Welcoming Remarks

Gina Giannotti, Director, Italian Institute of Culture in Budapest
József Pálinkás, President, Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Maria Assunta Accili, Ambassador, Embassy of Italy in Budapest 
Gergely Prőhle, Deputy State Secretary for European Bilateral Relations 
and Cultural Diplomacy, Ministry of Foreign A"airs, Hungary
Immacolata Pannone,  Scienti!c Expert, Bilateral and Multilateral 
Scienti!c and Technological Unit, Ministry of Foreign A"airs, Italy
Katalin Bogyay, President of the UNESCO General Conference, 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Hungary at UNESCO
Adel El Sayed Taw!k El-Beltagy, Chair, International Dryland 
Development Commission (IDDC), and President, Centre International 
des Hautes Etudes Agronomiques Méditerranéennes (CIHEAM), Egypt

 Keynote Address
Alan Leshner, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS)

10:00–10:30 - Co!ee/Tea Break at the “Bottega” on the "rst #oor of the Italian Institute of Culture 
- Press Conference in the “Biblioteca”



10:30–12:30 Session I–International Cooperation in Science
Chair Mohamed H.A. Hassan, Co-chair, IAP, Italy
Rapporteur Gergely Böhm, Deputy Head, International Relations 
Department, Hungarian Academy of Sciences

 Speakers
Lidia Brito, Director, Science Policy and Sustainable Development 
Division, UNESCO
Adel El Sayed Taw!k El-Beltagy, Chair, IDDC, and President, 
CIHEAM, Egypt

 Discussants
Elena Ganea, Senior Researcher, Romanian Academy 
Assia Harbi, Research Director, North African Group for Earthquake 
and Tsunami studies (NAGET), Algeria
István Mezei, Deputy Director General, Department of Cultural and 
Science Diplomacy, Ministry of Foreign A"airs, Hungary
Naeem Abdurrahman, Former Minister of Higher Education and 
Scienti!c Research, Libyan Transitional Government, Libya
Piotr Salwa, Director, Scienti!c Centre, Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Rome, Italy
Immacolata Pannone, Scienti!c Expert, Bilateral and Multilateral 
Scienti!c and Technological Unit, Ministry of Foreign A"airs, Italy

12:30–14:00 Luncheon  
at the “Galleria Xenia”, ground #oor of the Italian Institute of Culture

14:00–15:30 Session II–Women in science
Chair Shirley Malcom, American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) 
Rapporteur Peter McGrath, Programme O%cer, TWAS

 Speakers
Valéria Csépe, Deputy Secretary General, Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences
Zohra Ben Lakhdar, Laboratoire de Spectroscopie Atomique Moléculaire 
et Applications (LSAMA), Tunisia

 Discussants
Matej Andolšek, First Secretary, Embassy of Slovenia in Budapest
Naglaa Naguib, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Egypt in Budapest
Khedidja Allia, Research Director, Université des Sciences et de la 
Technologie Houari (USTHB), Algeria
Milan Peprník, Consul, Embassy of the Czech Republic in Budapest
Omaima Mohamed Sawan, Co-Head, Agricultural and Biological 
Division, National Research Center, Egypt



15:30–15:45 Co!ee/Tea Break 
at the “Bottega” on the "rst #oor of the Italian Institute of Culture

15:45–17:15 Session III–Challenges of countries with less developed research 
infrastructure
Chair Maria Assunta Accili, Ambassador, Embassy of Italy in Budapest
Rapporteur Edward Lempinen, Public Information O%cer, TWAS

 Speakers
Carlo Rizzuto, Elettra-Sincrotrone, Italy
Mostapha Bousmina, Chancellor, Hassan II Academy of Science and 
Technology, Morocco

 Discussants
László Korányi, Assistant President, Responsible for Internal and 
International A"airs, #e National Innovation O%ce (NIH), Hungary
Maged El-Sherbini, President, Academy of Scienti!c Research and 
Technology (ASRT), Egypt
Ivo Šlaus, Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts
Ahmed Ouail, Counsellor, Embassy of Algeria in Budapest
František Fundárek, Programme O%cer, Department of International 
Cooperation, Slovak Academy of Sciences

17:15–18:00  Roundtable’s Resolutions, Way Forward, Closing Remarks
Co-Chairs Romain Murenzi and József Pálinkás

Rapporteurs’ feedback
 Panelists

Maged El-Sherbini, President, Academy of Scienti!c Research and 
Technology (ASRT), Egypt
Lidia Brito, Director, Science Policy and Sustainable Development 
Division, UNESCO
Valéria Csépe, Deputy Secretary General, Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences
Maria Assunta Accili, Ambassador, Embassy of Italy in Budapest
Shirley Malcom, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS)

 Recommendations / Closing

20:00–22:30 Dinner at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
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Principal Biologist and Head of Research 
Laboratory 
Laboratory of Biomedical Genomics and 
Oncogenetics 
Institut Pasteur de Tunis  
BP74, 13 Place Pasteur 1002 
Tunis 
Tunisia 
Tel. +216 7184 9110, +216 9836 4000 (M) 
sonia.abdelhak@pasteur.rns.tn

Naeem Abdurrahman
Minister of Higher Education and Scienti!c 
Research 
Libyan Transitional Government 
Tripoli 
Libya 
Tel. +218 91 222 0530 
naeemalum.rpi.edu

Maria Assunta Accili
Ambassador 
Embassy of Italy in Budapest 
Stefania út, 95 1143 Budapest 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 460 6211, 4832040, 061 (secretary) 
ambasciata.budapest@esteri.it

Nora Adel Zaki
Deputy President 
Academy of Scienti!c Research and Technology 
(ASRT)  
Cairo 
Egypt 
Tel. +20 22792-1284/2 , +20 22792-7814,  +20 
101 449 069 (M) 
noraadel44@link.net

Khedidja Allia
Professor and Research Director 
Laboratoire des Sciences du Génie des Procédés 
Industriels (LSGPI) 
FGMGP–USTHB BP. 31  
El Alia Bab-Ezzouar  
16111 Algiers 
Algeria 
Tel. + 213 771 848 744 
khedidja.allia@gmail.com, k.allia@mesrs.dz

Matej Andolšek
First Secretary 
Embassy of Slovenia 
1025 Budapest 
Cseppkő u. 68  
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 438 5623 
vbp@gov.si

Zohra Ben Lakhdar
Professor and TWAS Fellow 
Laboratoire de Spectroscopie Atomique 
Moléculaire et Applications - LSAMA 
Department of Physics, Faculty of Sciences 
Campus Universitaire 
Tunis 10606 
Tunisia 
Tel. +216 71 872600 
zohra.lakhdar@fst.rnu.tn

Katalin Bogyay
President, UNESCO General Conference, and  
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Hungary 
Délégation Permanente de la République de 
Hongrie auprès de l’UNESCO  
1, rue Miollis 
75015 Paris 
France 
Tel. +33 (0) 1 45 68 35 32 
dl.hungary@unesco-delegations.org
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Gergely Böhm
Deputy Head of Department 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Department of International Relations 
H-1051 Budapest 
Nádor u 7. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 411 6209, +36 30 365 2393 (M) 
bohm.gergely@titkarsag.mta.hu

Mostapha Bousmina
Chancellor 
Hassan II Academy of Science and Technology 
225 Mohamed Belhassen El Ouazzani Avenue, 
Ambassador District, Souissi 
Rabat 
Morocco 
Tel. +212 537 75 0179 
f.rachad@academiesciences.ma, 
academiehassanII@hotmail.com,  
acascitech@menara.ma

Lidia Brito
Director, Science Policy and Sustainable 
Development Division 
United Nations Educational, Cultural and 
Scienti!c Organization (UNESCO) 
7, place de Fontenoy 
75007 Paris 07 SP 
France 
Tel. +33 1 4568 4163 
l.brito@unesco.org

Valéria Csépe
Deputy Secretary General 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences  
Main Building, Széchenyi  István tér 9, 1st (oor  
1051 Budapest 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 411 6109 
csepe.valeria@titkarsag.mta.hu

Katalin Csillag
Secretary General 
Hungarian National Commission of UNESCO 
H-1055 Budapest 
Szalay u. 10-14. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 795 4709 
katalin.csillag@unesco.hu

Sara Dala"
Science and Diplomacy Programme 
TWAS, the academy of sciences for the 
developing world 
Via Beirut 6 
34151 Trieste 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 2240 687 
sdala!@twas.org

Adel ElSayed Taw!k El-Beltagy
Chair, International Dryland Development 
Commission (IDDC), and President, Centre 
International des Hautes Etudes Agronomiques 
Méditerranéennes (CIHEAM) 
IDDC Secretariat 
19 Abu El-Feda St., Zamlek 
Cairo 11211 
Egypt 
Tel. +20 2 3568 1581, +20 122 100 511 (M) 
elbeltagy@optomatica.com,  
aidahanem@gmail.com

Maged El-Sherbini
President 
Academy of Scienti!c Research and Technology 
(ASRT)  
101 Kasr El-Einy St. 
Cairo 
Egypt 
Tel. +20 2 2794 4351, +20 2 279 2170 
asrt@asrt.sci.eg

Gábor Erdődy
Vice-Rector for International A"airs 
Eötvös Loránd University 
1053 Budapest 
Egyetem tér 1-3. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 266 3119 
rektor@elte.hu, rakacs.anett@rekthiv.elte.hu, 
nemzrh@elte.hu



Florin Filip
Director General 
Library of the Romanian Academy 
Romanian Academy 124, Calea Victoriei 
Sector 1 
Bucharest RO-010071 
Romania 
Tel +40 212 86 51 
%lip@acad.ro, isadora@acad.ro 

František Fundárek
Programme O%cer 
Department of International Cooperation 
Slovak Academy of Sciences 
Stefnikova 49 
Bratislava 814 38 
Slovakia 
Tel. +421 2 5751 0138 
luby@savba.sk, barancik@up.upsav.sk,  
fundarek@up.upsav.sk

Elena Ganea
Senior Researcher, Institute of Biochemistry 
Romanian Academy 124, Calea Victoriei 
Sector 1 
Bucharest RO-010071 
Romania 
Tel +40 212 86 51 
emaganea@gmail.com, isadora@acad.ro 

Gina Giannotti
Director  
Italian Institute of Culture 
1088 Budapest 
Brody Sandor u. 8 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 4832-063, -040, -060, -061 
gina.giannotti@esteri.it

Vesna Gordanić
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Serbia 
1068 Budapest 
Dózsa György út 92/b. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 322 9838 
budapest@amb.srbije.net

Tünde Hagymási
Sajtó Főosztály 
Ministry of Foreign A"airs 
1027 Budapest 
Bem rakpart 47. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 458 1223 
thagymasi@mfa.gov.hu,  
thagymasi@hotmail.com 

Assia Harbi
Research Director and Leader 
North African Group for Earthquake and 
Tsunami studies (NAGET) 
Algiers 
Algeria 
harbi.assia@gmail.com

Mohamed H.A. Hassan
Co-Chair 
IAP, the global network of science academies 
c/o TWAS, Via Beirut 6 
34151 Trieste 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 2240 680 
iap@twas.org

László Korányi
Assistant President responsible for Internal and 
International A"airs 
#e National Innovation O%ce (NIH) 
1061 Budapest 
Andrássy út 12. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 484 29 97 
laszlo.koranyi@nih.gov.hu

Ildikó Kovács
Head 
Department for International Relations 
#e National Innovation O%ce (NIH) 
1061 Budapest 
Andrássy út 12. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 484 2588 
ildiko.kovacs@nih.gov.hu



Edward W. Lempinen
Public Information O%cer 
TWAS, the academy of sciences for the 
developing world 
Via Beirut 6 
34151 Trieste 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 2240 512 
lempinen@twas.org

Alan I. Leshner
Chief Executive O%cer and  
Executive Publisher, Science  
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) 
1200 New York Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
USA 
Tel. +1 202 326 6639 
aleshner@aaas.org

Shirley Malcom
Head, Education and Human Resources 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) 
1200 New York Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
USA 
Tel. +1 202 326 6720 
smalcom@aaas.org

Peter McGrath
Programme O%cer 
TWAS, the academy of sciences for the 
developing world 
Via Beirut 6 
34151 Trieste 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 2240 571 
mcgrath@twas.org

István Mezei
Deputy Director General 
Department of Cultural and Science Diplomacy 
Ministry of Foreign A"airs 
1027 Budapest 
Bem rakpart 47. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 458 14 23 
imezei@mfa.gov.hu, kult@mfa.gov.hu

Romain Murenzi
Executive Director 
TWAS, the academy of sciences for the 
developing world 
Via Beirut 6 
34151 Trieste 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 2240-327 
edo%ce@twas.org

Naglaa Naguib
Deputy Chief of Mission 
Embassy of Egypt 
1125 Budapest 
Istenhegyi út 7/b  
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 225 21 50 
egyptembassybudapest@yahoo.com

Ahmed Ouail
Counsellor 
Embassy of Algeria 
1121 Budapest 
Zugligeti út 27. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 392 05 10 
ambalbud@t-online.hu

József Pálinkás
President 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences  
Main Building, Széchenyi  István tér 9, 1st (oor 
1051 Budapest 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 332 7176, 331 9353, 411 6100  
president@o%ce.mta.hu,  
bognar.eszter@o%ce.mta.hu



Immacolata Pannone
Scienti!c Expert, Bilateral and Multilateral 
Scienti!c and Technological Unit, DGSP 
Ministry of Foreign A"airs 
Piazzale della Farnesina, 1 
00194 Rome 
Italy 
Tel. +39 06 3691 5904 
immacolata.pannone@esteri.it

Milan Peprník
Consul 
Embassy of Czech Republic 
1063 Budapest VI., Szegfű utca 4 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 462 50 14, +36 1 462 50 24 
budapest@embassy.mzv.cz

Gergely Prőhle
Deputy State Secretary for European Bilateral 
Relations and Cultural Diplomacy 
Ministry of Foreign A"airs  
1027 Budapest 
Bem rakpart 47. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 458 11 62 
hatbilat@mfa.gov.hu, vpap@mfa.gov.hu

Carlo Rizzuto
President 
Elettra-Sincrotrone Trieste 
AREA Science Park 
Strada Statale 14, km 163,5 
34149 Basovizza (Trieste) 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 3758 3111  
secr.dir@elettra.trieste.it,  
(avia.bottaro@elettra.trieste.it

Piotr Salwa
Director, Scienti!c Centre 
Polish Academy of Sciences in Rome 
Rome 
Italy 
direttore@accademiapolacca.it,  
renata.kuskowska@pan.pl

Omaima Mohamed Sawan
Co-Head 
Agricultural and Biological Division 
National Research Center 
P.O. Box 12622, El-Behose st.  
Dokki, Cairo 
Egypt 
Tel. +20 20 100 649 9891 
omaimasawan@yahoo.com

Giusto Sciarabba
Special Advisor 
TWAS, the academy of sciences for the 
developing world 
Via Beirut 6 
34151 Trieste 
Italy 
Tel. +39 040 2240 384 
sciarabba@twas.org

Ivo Šlaus
Fellow 
Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts   
Zrinski Trg 11 
Zagreb 1000 
Croatia 
slaus@irb.hr, jdukic@hazu.hr

LepŠa Štulić
Chargé d’A"aires 
Embassy of Serbia 
1068 Budapest 
Dózsa György út 92/b. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 322 9838 
budapest@amb.srbije.net 

Peter Weiss
Ambassador 
Embassy of Slovakia 
1143 Budapest 
Stefánia út 22-24. 
Hungary 
Tel. +36 1 460 9011 
emb.budapest@mzv.sk, edita.juhosova@mzv.sk




