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CURRICULUM VITAE
A.
PERSONAL DATA
Name




Mahabir Prashad GUPTA

Nationality



Panamanian

Date of Birth



3 October 1942

Passport No.



N-15-409

Marital Status



Married
Wife:  Olga Gupta

Children:  Rajesh,

Sanjay and Purni 

Mailing address



Apartado 0824-00172
University of Panama

Panama, Republic of Panama

Phone Office:(507) 523-6311
Home:  (507) 261-8261; (507) 261-3670







Cell:  (507) 6615-6893
Telefax: (507) 264-0789

E.mail: mahabirpgupta@gmail.com
Home address



Urbanizacion Hato Pintado, Calle 4a, Casa 2B, Panama, Republic of Panama

Languages



Fluent in English, Spanish and Hindi; Good reading knowledge of German.

B.
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Doctor Honoris causa


Universidad do Vale de Itajai, 2014.
Doctor Honoris causa


Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Amazonia Peruana.  Iquitos, Perú.  2005
Postdoctoral Research


Alexander von Humboldt Fellow 






Institut für Pharmazeutische Arzneimittellehre der Universität München, Federal Republic of Germany, 1972.  (With Professor H. Wagner)

Ph.D. (Pharmaceutical 


Washington State University,

Science)



Pullman, Washington, USA, 1971.

(Prof. Melvin R. Gibson)

Major:  Pharmacognosy

Minor:  Biochemistry

M. Pharm.



Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, India, 1965.

B. Pharm.



University of Rajasthan, India, 1963.

C.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Present Positions
2018




Emeritus Professor of Pharmacognosy and Director of the Center for Pharmacognostic Research on Panamanian Flora, University of Panama, Panama

January 2010 – to date


Manager, Health Area, Iberoamerican Program of Science and Technology for Development CYTED.  Madrid
October 1997 to date


Research Professor of Pharmacognosy, and Director of Center for Pharmacognostic Research on Panamanian Flora, College of Pharmacy, University of Panama

January 95 to December 05

International Coordinator of Fine Pharmaceutical Chemistry.  Subprogram X, Iberoamerican Program of Science and Technology for Development (CYTED)

January 94 - to date


Research Affiliate, Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panama.

October 1972 to September 

Professor of Pharmacognosy, College of 

1997




Pharmacy, University of Panama

Previous positions
September 1994 to September

Dean, College of Pharmacy, University of 

1997




Panama

October 1972 to September 

Professor of Pharmacognosy, College of

1997




Pharmacy, University of Panama

May 1997 to September 2000

Director, Center for Pharmacognostic Research on Panamanian Flora

August 1988 to September 1991 
Director, Executive Office, University of Panama Interamerican Development Bank (UNIPAN-BID)

October 1986 to



Advisor to the President of University of Panama September 1991




International Technical Cooperation.

July 1985 to August 1989

Head of the Department of Medicinal Chemistry & Pharmacognosy, College of Pharmacy, University of Panama.

March, 1983 to Sept. 1991 

Director of International Technical Cooperation, Office of the Vicepresident for Research and Graduate Studies, University of Panama.

January 4 to February 5, 1982

Visiting Professor, Department of Plant Sciences, College of Agriculture, University of Delaware, Newark, Del., U.S.A.

February 1981 to February 1983

Scientific Advisor to the Vice-President for Research and Graduate Studies, University of Panama.

1972




Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow, University of Munich, Federal Republic Germany.

1967 - 1971



Teaching Assistant in Pharmacognosy, College of Pharmacy, Washington State University, Pullman, U.S.A.

1965 - 1967



Assistant Research Officer, Pharmacognosy






Research Unit, Indian Council of Medical






Research, Birla Institute of Technology & 






Science, Pilani, India.

D.
RESEARCH GRANTS

Principal Investigator:  From Biodiversity to Chemodiversity Novel Plant produced Compound


with Agrochemical and Cosmic Interest, Union Europea – FP-7, 2010-           US $103,243.85.


Principal Investigator:  Estudio y Aprovechamiento de la Biodiversidad Panameña a través de I+D 

y Biocomercio, Organización de los Estados Americanos, OEA, 2007 – 2010, US$ 400,000.00

Principal Investigator:  Descubrimiento de Drogas a través de Bioprospección en Panamá,

Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología (SENACYT), 2007 – 2010, US $100,000.00


Co – Investigator.  Búsqueda de Isoflavonoides con actividad como Fitoestrógenos en la Flora 

Panameña, Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología (SENACYT), 2007-2009, US $40,000.00


Principal Investigator:  Desarrollo de Tecnología de Cultivo de Plantas Medicinales y Producción 

de Fitoterápicos, Organización de los Estados Americanos (OEA), 2006-2009, US $ 400,000.00


Co – Investigador.  Evaluación de la Biodiversidad Vegetal Panameña como Fuente de Agentes 

para el Tratamiento de la Enfermedad de Alzheimer, Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología 

(SENACYT), 2005-2006, US $40,000.00


Consultant for:  A Study for the Development of a Handbook of Selected Caribbean 

Herbals for Industry.  Phase 1.  International Inter-american Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, and Technical Center for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP –EU.  2005
Co – Investigator.  “Isolation and characterization of anti – Alzheimer’s disease compounds from three Panamanian plants”, International Foundation for Science (IFS)  2005 – 2006.  US $12,000.00

Co – Investigator.  “Evaluation of Panamanian plant biodiversity as a source of agents for the treatment of Parkinson’s disease.  SENACYT.  2005 – 2006.  US $28,800.00

Co – Investigator.  Chemical composition and pharmacology of aromatic flora of Panama.  National Secretariat of Science, Technology and Innovation, (SENACYT) Panama.  2005.    US $ 30,200.00

Co – Investigator.  Discovery of natural products against tropical diseases from Panamanian biodiversity, WHO/TDR.  2003 – 2004.  US $40,000.00

Principal Investigator.  Biodiversity conservation and Integration of Plants in National Health Care Policy in Central America and the Caribbean.  GEF, Enda Caribe, UNEP, US $112,720.00.  2003 - 2005

Principal Investigator.  Status of traditional medicine in the Americas W.H.O.  Kobe Center for Health Promotion.  2002.  US $20,000.00

Principal Investigator.  “2001 Interciencia activities for the promotion of science and technology in the Americas” 2001.  US $25,000.00

Principal Investigator.  “Inventory and evaluation of tropical biodiversity of Panama as source of bioactive compounds.  1999 – 2000.  US $ 70,000.00

Principal Investigator.  “Inventory and evaluation of Central American tropical biodiversity as a source of antimicrobial, antimycotic, antiprotozoal and insecticidal compounds.  1998 – 2000.  Organization of American States.  US $432,000.00

Principal Investigator.  Multinational Research Project on agrotechnology and cultivation of medicinal plants and production of phytopharmaceuticals.  1999 – 2005.  US $ 68,650.00

Principal Investigator. Search for anticancer, antifungal and antiparasitic compounds from Regional Flora.  $793,056.00  Organization of American States – 1998 - 2004.

Principal Investigator. Search for bioactive compounds in the Panamanian Tropical Biodiversity.  1995 - 1996 .  Inter American Development Bank – University of Panama. US $ 63.000.00

Co – Investigator AP2.  Ecologically based bioprospection in Panama, ICBG, Grant, No. U01 TW01021 N.I.H./ USDA/NSF.  VIP. No. 01-14-00-02-99-02.  1998 – 2003.  US $ 500,030.00.

Co – Investigator, Synthesis and evaluation of new anticancer agents. University of Panama and University  of  Salamanca.  US $ 30,000.00

Principal Investigator.  Joint Research Contract with the University of Singapore.  1994 – 1997;  2002 – 2004.

European Union Grant ALFA - Program RELAPLAMED II - ECUs 237,000 (For the formation of 16 Ph. Ds. from Panama, Colombia, Chile and Brazil in Chemistry and Pharmacology of Natural Products (2000 –2003).

Principal Investigator, Ethonobotany of Teribe Indians of Bocas del Toro.  New York Botanical Garden, Latin American Network of Botany, US $ 5970.00.  1994-95.

Co-Principal Investigator, Research Project on "Isolation and characterization of active principles from three plants of Rubiaceae used in traditional medicine."  with University of Salamanca, Spain.  $16,000. - 1 September 1992 - 31 December 1994.

Principal Investigator: Joint Project, University of Panama and University of La Laguna, Tenerife, entitled "Search for antimalarial, antiamebic, antimicrobial, molluscicidal, and antimycotic principles from the Panamanian Flora "Commission of the European Communities, Project CI 1.0505. ES (JR). ECU 218,000.00. 1990-1993.

National Coordinator, Multinational Plant Resources Project.  Convenio Andres Bello. 1985 to 1989.

Principal Investigator and Coordinator, Multinational Project on Environment and Natural Resources, Evaluation of Traditional Medicine, Organization of American of American States.  1989 to 1991.   US $78,700.00

Principal Investigator and Coordinator, Organization of American States' (OAS) Research Project on Pharmacognostic and Pharmacological Evaluation of Panamanian flora. 1976 to 1988. US$263,000.00.

Co-Director, Radiopharmaceuticals Project PAN/2/003, International Atomic Energy Agency, 1982-1984. US$300,000.00.

Principal Investigator. Canal Zone Tuberculosis and Respiratory Disease Association's research project on Counting and Identification of Air-borne Pollen and Spores in Panama City. 1980-1982.  US$11,100.00

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Equipment Grant. 1977:  US$30,000.00; 1989: US $25,000.00; 1992: US$12,000

Co-Investigator and Deputy Director, OAS' Research Project on Biopharmaceutical Evaluations of Drugs in Chile, Costa Rica, México and Panama. 1975 to 1981.  US$180,000.00.

Principal Investigator, International Foundation for Science, Stockholm, Research Project on Pharmacognostic and Pharmacologic study of three Panamanian plants. 1980-1984 ($27,600.00)

Principal Investigator, CEDECANI-AID Research Project on "Ethnobotanical and Phytochemical Study of Panamanian Medici​nal Plants of Folk Use". July 1 - December 31, 1980. US$9,750.00.

Principal Investigator, Funds for Overseas Research Grants and Education's research project on Panamanian Ipecac. 1974-1975. US$5,400.00.


E.
HONORS AND DISTINCTIONS (Science academies the candidate is an elected member of:
Elected Twas Fellow, TWAS world Academy of Sciences for the Advancement of Science in Developing countries since 2011.
National Research Achievement Award, 2010 by National Secretary of Science Technology, and Innovation Panama

2010 Science Award, Panamanian Association for the Advancement of Science.

Distinguished Scientist - 2008 in the National Investigators System National Secretariat for Science Technology & Innovation of Panama.

Interciencia Award 2008 for Health Sciences

Honorary Professor National University of San Marcos, Perú, 2006

Vice Chairman, Plant Sciences Group, International Organization of Chemical Sciences for Development (IOCD), Since 2000.

Member Dietary Supplements Botanical Expert Committee, U. S. Pharmacopeia, USA 2005- 2010

Member Medicinal Plants Expert Group, International Center for Science and High Technology  (ICS/UNIDO), Trieste, Italy. (1998 - 2008).

Recipient of International Scientific Cooperation Award from the American Association for the 
Advancement of  Science 2004

Member Board of Directors of International Foundation for Science, 1998 - 2004

Member Board of Directors of the International Council of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 1998  to date

Member of the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources/Species SurvivalCommission, Ethnobotany Specialist Group, 1983 - 1986; 1992-.

Member, ICSU Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean (2006 - to date)
Academy of Sciences of Latin America, Caracas, Venezuela, Since 2003.

Royal Academy of Pharmacy, Madrid, Spain, Since 2003.

Panamanian Academy of Medicine and Surgery, Since 1982.

Panamanian Association for the Advancement of Science - Founding Member and Permanent Secretary (Represents in IANAS because of lack of a science academy in Panama), Since 1980.
F. PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Coordinator, Health Area, Iberoamerican Program of Science and Technology for Development (CYTED) 2011 -2012.

Member of the ICSU Regional Committee from Latin America, 2006 - 2012.

Member Expert External Review Committee of AAAS to evaluate Interamerican Institute of Global change.

American Association for Advancement of Science

American Society of Pharmacognosy

German Society for Research on Medicinal Plants

Interciencia Association

Mesoamerican and Caribbean Network of Herbaria

Phytochemical Society of Europe

Rho Chi (E.U.A.)

Sigma Xi  (E.U.A.)

Society of Economic Botany

Associate Editor of Pharmaceutical Biology
G.
RESEARCH INTEREST   (Citation of major research accomplishments)
Pioneering research on ethnobotany, bioprospection, chemistry of natural products and drug discovery from tropical biodiversity in Latin America.   Discovery of lead molecules for anti- parasitic, anti-Alzheimer and cytotoxic activities.  Training of scientists in developing countries and creation of a Natural Products Drug Discovery Research Center in Panama.  Fostering international Cooperation in natural drug discovery priority areas in Latin America
G. INVITED LECTURES:  240
H. COUNTRIES VISITED:  54
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