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Maurizio Iaccarino 
Biographical Sketch 

 
Born in Rome, Italy, March 23, 1938, married, four children. 
M.D. degree, University of Naples, July 1962; post-doctoral fellow, Stanford 
University (1966-1968); visiting scientist, University of Sussex, U.K. (1978-1979). 
Teaching qualification as Professor of Biological Chemistry, 1971; Professor of 
Microbiology since 1986; Member, Ph.D. program in Molecular and Cellular 
Genetics (1983-1996). 
Staff scientist at the International Institute of Genetics and Biophysics, Naples; 
Director of the Institute April 1985 to December 1993; Director of the Institute of 
Molecular Genetics, Alghero, 1994-1995. 
Member of the EMBO, TWAS and other scientific societies. 
Winner of several prizes (Accademia dei Lincei and others), Honoris Causa Degree in 
biological sciences, University of Viterbo. 
Co-author of more than 90 publications in international scientific journals, more than 
100 scientific reports; editor of several books. 
Research interests: protein structure and characterisation; DNA methylation; genetics 
and molecular biology of amino acid transport and biosynthesis; regulation of 
nitrogen fixation; molecular biology of the Rhizobium-legume symbiosis. 
Organiser of many international congresses, workshops, practical courses. 
Referee of papers for the major journals of the pertinent fields of research; member of 
the editorial board of FEMS Microbiology Letters. 
Science management: direction of more than 20 research groups at the International 
Institute of Genetics and Biophysics, including the administration and supervision of 
almost 30 research grants from the European Commission; member of the scientific 
council of several research institutes; member of the National Committees for 
Evaluation of Research in Biology and Biotechnology; member of evaluation boards 
of several international organisations (European Commission, EMBO, Human 
Frontier Science Program, British Council, etc.); Italian delegate to survey 
biotechnological activities in developing countries; member of the EMBO Council 
and of the Board of Trustees of the Human Frontier Science Program. 
Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences at UNESCO, May 1996 to March 
2000. 
Organiser and Secretary General of the UNESCO-ICSU World Conference on 
Science (Hungary 1999). Organiser of the World Solar Summit (Zimbabwe, 1996), 
the Pan African Conference on Coastal Management (Mozambique, 1998) and others 
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Activities at UNESCO 
 
Management and supervision of activities of the Science Sector of UNESCO (260 Staff plus 

50 guests; 30 ML US$ per year of regular budget plus 
24 ML US$ per year of extrabudgetary resources); 

Management of the Intergovernmental Scientific Programmes (Man and Biosphere; 
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme; 
International Geological Correlation Programme; 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission). 
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Organiser of Several Intergovernmental Conferences: 
- World Solar Summit, Harare, Zimbabwe, October 1996; 
- PanAfrican Conference on Coastal Management, Maputo, Mozambique (July 1998); 
- World Conference on Science, Budapest, Hungary (June-July 1999): Secretary-General of 

the Conference; 
- Countries visited for talks at the Ministerial (in some cases Head of States) level: 

Argentina, Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Libya, Morocco, Mozambique, Palestine, Poland, Russia, Senegal, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The Netherlands, Trinidad and Tobago, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay, Zimbabwe. 
 

Briefing of Parliamentary or Intergovernmental Bodies on UNESCO Activities: 
- ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council of the United Nations); 
- Commission on Science and Technology for Development of ECOSOC; 
- Committee for Research, Technological Development and Energy of the European 

Parliament; 
- Island Intergroup of the European Parliament; 
- Committee on Culture, Science and Education of the Council of Europe. 
 

 
 
 

 


