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Born in Maracaibo, Edo. Zulia, Venezuela July 27/1938

Married to Elvira Cuevas

University studies

- Licenciatura, Biologia. Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Central de Venezuela. Caracas,
1961. (Thesis: “Sobre la influencia de la temperatura y la luz en las velocidades de los
procesos de asimilacion y respiracion en plantas terrestres”)

-Doctor in Agronomy, University Hohenheim, Stuttgart-Hohenheim, Germany, 1964.
(Thesis: “Die Beziehung zwischen Chlorophyllgehalt, assimilierender Flache und
Trockensubstanzproduktion in einigen Pflanzengemeinschaften”)

-Post-Doctoral Fellow, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Stanford, California, 1970
(“Relationships between nitrogen level, photosynthetic capacity and carboxydismutase
activity in Atriplex patula leaves”)

Academic positions

- Senior researcher Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Cientificas, since 1970,
Emeritus since 2010

- Profesor Titular, Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Emeritus since
1989.

- Adjunct Scientist International Institute Tropical Forestry, USDA Forest Service (1995)(ad
honorem)

- Adjunct Professor at the Dept. of Biology, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras (2013)(ad
honorem)

Academic fellowships

- Consejo de Desarrollo Cientifico y Humanistico, Universidad Central de Venezuela.
Stuttgart, Alemania 1961-63.

- Carnegie postdoctoral fellowship, Dept. of Plant Biology, Stanford, California, Feb-Aug
1970.

- Guggenheim Fellowship, USA 1986-87.

- Bacardi Scholar. University of Florida, Gainesville, USA, 1995
Distinctions

-Premio Lorenzo Mendoza Fleury. Fundacion Polar, Caracas 1985.

- Foreign Member National Academy of Sciences (USA) 1992



- Foreign Member American Academy of Arts and Sciences (USA) 1992
- Member The Third World Academy of Sciences, 1993

- Premio "Francisco de Venanzi", Asociacion para la Promocién de la Investigacion
Universitaria, Universidad Central de Venezuela, 1995

- Premio Nacional de Ciencia, Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y
Tecnoldgicas, 1995.

- Fellow Ecological Society of America, Noviembre 2012

Direction of University thesis

25 Licenciatura, 9 Magister and 9 Doctor

Field of research

Physiological ecology of tropical plants: mineral nutrition and photosynthesis

Current research projects
1. Ecology of coastal wetlands in the Maracaibo basin, and in the Atlantic coast of Venezuela

2. Nutrient and water relations of woody plants from forest on calcareous substrates in the
Caribbean
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leaves of mangrove species with different mechanisms of salt regulation. Web Ecol.15: 1-
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