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Yacob	Mulugetta	is	a	Professor	of	Energy	and	Development	Policy	at	the	University	College	London	
and	part	of	the	management	of	the	Climate	Compatible	Growth	(CCG)	programme.	He	held	an	
academic	post	at	the	Centre	for	Environmental	Strategy,	University	of	Surrey,	UK,	and	a	founding	
member	of	the	African	Climate	Policy	Centre	(ACPC)	at	the	UN	Economic	Commission	for	Africa	
(UNECA)	based	in	Ethiopia	where	he	worked	as	Senior	Climate	&	Energy	Specialist	(2010-2013).		He	
has	over	25	years	of	research,	teaching	and	advisory	experience	specialising	on	the	links	between	
energy	infrastructure	provision	and	human	welfare.	His	research	is	focused	on	three	
interconnected	areas:	energy	systems	and	development;	energy	systems	and	climate	change;	and	
political	economy	of	low	carbon	development.	He	served	as	a	Coordinating	Lead	Author	of	the	Energy	
Systems	chapter	of	the	Intergovernmental	Panel	on	Climate	Change	(IPCC)	5th	Assessment	Report	
(Working	Group	III	on	Mitigation),	lead	author	in	the	IPCC	Special	Report	on	Global	Warming	of	1.5oC,	
and	lead	author	in	the	IPCC	6th	Assessment	Report	(Demand,	Services	&	Social	Aspects	of	Mitigation).		
Yacob	Mulugetta	is	a	Fellow	of	the	African	Academy	of	Sciences	(AAS)	and	The	World	Academy	of	
Science	(TWAS).			
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS	
	
July	1995	 PhD	(Renewable	Energy	Systems	&	Development),	Leeds	University,	UK	
July	1989	 MSc	(Energy	Technology	and	Development),	Salford	University,	UK	
June	1987	 BA	(Geology),	Earlham	College,	USA	
	
	
EMPLOYMENT	HISTORY	
	
Sept	2014	-	Present	 Professor,	Dep.	of	Science,	Technology,	Engineering	and	Public	Policy	

(STEaPP),	University	College	London,	UK	
Aug	2013	–	Sept	2014	 Reader,	Centre	for	Environmental	Strategy,	University	of	Surrey,	UK	
Sept	2010	-	Jan	2013	 Senior	Energy	and	Climate	Specialist,	African	Climate	Policy	Centre	

(ACPC),	UN	Economic	Commission	for	Africa,	Ethiopia		
Dec	2010	–	Aug	2013	 Senior	Lecturer,	Centre	for	Environmental	Strategy,	University	of	

Surrey,	UK	(leave	of	absence	to	the	UNECA,	Sept	2010-Jan	2013)	
Sept	1997	-	Sept	2010	 MSc	Director	&	Lecturer,	and	Deputy	Director	(’08-’10)	Centre	for	

Environmental	Strategy,	University	of	Surrey,	UK	
Sept	1995	-	Sept	1997	 Research	Coordinator,	Sustainability	Research	Centre	(SUSTRECEN),	

University	of	Central	England,	UK.	
 

CURRENT	&	RECENT	GRANTS	
Principal	Investigator	

Institutionalizing	energy	efficiency	in	Uganda	SMEs,	Energy	for	Economic	Growth	Programme,	OPML	
and	DfID	(2019-2021).		The	project	uses	a	multi-stakeholder	deliberative	approach	to	identifying	
and	addressing	the	barriers	to	the	adaptation	of	energy	efficiency	technologies	and	practices	among	
selected	industries	in	Uganda.	

Agro-industries	and	Clean	Energy	in	Africa	(AGRICEN),	Funded	by	EPSRC,	2013-2019.	This	is	part	of	
an	EPSRC	and	DFID-funded	network	of	projects,	under	the	Understanding	Sustainable	Energy	
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Solutions	(USES)	research	programme.	The	AGRICEN	project	aims	to	explore	opportunities	for	
widening	energy	access,	using	agro-industries	as	platforms	for	rural	energy	systems.		

Interactions	of	industrial	policy	and	green	economy	in	Ethiopia.	Funded	by	the	Climate	and	
Development	Knowledge	Network	(CDKN),	2015-2017.		This	project	was	conceived	with	the	
Minister	of	Industry	(Ethiopia)	and	his	team.		The	project	was	designed	to	support	the	Ministry	and	
industry	actors	mainstream	the	country’s	climate	strategy	into	their	policy	and	practices.			

Principal	Investigator,	Understanding	Local	Energy	Governance	(UNLOC),	NERC,	2010-2012.	The	
project	provides	a	robust	understanding	of	evolving	patterns	of	energy	governance	at	the	local	and	
community	levels	in	the	UK,	Europe	and	North	America.		

Co-Investigator	

Co-Investigator	(Leads	partnership	of	project),	Climate	Compatible	Growth,	Foreign	Commonwealth		
&	Development	Office	(FCDO),	2021-2025.	Work	with	developing	countries	to	transition	to	low-
carbon	energy	and	transport	systems	whilst	unlocking	investment	opportunities	in	green	
infrastructure	and	creating	new	markets	to	deliver	SDGs	

Co-Investigator	(Co-I),	Community	energy	and	the	sustainable	energy	transition	in	Ethiopia,	Malawi,	
and	Mozambique	(CESET),	ESRC/GCRF,	2019-2024.	The	project	aims	to	facilitate	the	deployment	of	
CESs	for	a	just	transition	in	East	Africa	while	understanding	the	kind	of	benefits	that	they	provide	
to	communities	and	their	possible	unintended	negative	impacts.		

Co-Investigator, Modern Energy Cooking Services (MECS), DfID (2019-2022). The project takes a deep 
dive into the cooking challenges and transitions in urban Ethiopia, and develop the evidence-base for 
opportunities towards electrical cooking pathways through consultation with key stakeholders.	

Co-Investigator	(Co-I),	Greening	the	Recovery	in	Zambia	and	Ghana,	ESRC,	GCRF,	2020-2022.		This	
project	will	support	a	clean,	resilient	recovery	from	the	Covid-19	pandemic	in	sub-	Saharan	Africa.	
It	will	focus	on	the	short-	and	long-term	opportunities	for	integrating	economic	recovery	and	
climate	change	policies	in	two	contrasting	countries:	Ghana	and	Zambia.		

Co-Investigator,	Governing	Inclusive	Green	Growth	in	Africa	(GIGGA),	ESRC,	2017-2019.			

Co-Investigator,	Research	group	on	Lifestyles,	Values	and	Energy	Consumption	(RESOLVE),	ESRC,	
2006-2011.			
	
Other	projects		
	
• African	Development	Bank.	Africa	Economic	Outlook	2022.	Lead	external	expert.	(2022)	
• IRENA.	Renewable	Readiness	Assessments	(Gambia,	Niger,	Djibouti,	Tanzania),	principal	

consultant.	(2013-2015).	
• Member	of	the	drafting	team	of	the	African	Renewable	Energy	Initiative	(AREI),	2015-2018.	
• Member	of	the	drafting	team	LDC	Renewable	Energy	and	Energy	Efficiency	Initiative	(REEEI),	

2018-2020.	
• African	Energy	Commission,	Technical	team,	African	Energy	Sector	Transition	Programme.	2019	
• Department	for	International	Development	(DFID).	The	Climate	Impacts	Research	Capacity	and	

Leadership	 Enhancement	 in	 Sub-Saharan	 Africa	 (CIRCLE)	 programme.	 Aimed	 to	 develop	 the	
skills	and	research	output	of	early	career	African	researchers	in	the	field	of	climate	change	and	
its	local	impacts	on	development,	2014-2018.	

	
	
APPOINTMENTS	&	AFFILIATIONS	
	
• International	 Institute	 for	Applied	Systems	Analysis	 (IIASA),	Chairperson	of	 Science	Advisory	

Committee	member.	
• Centre	for	Research	on	Energy	Demand	Solutions,	University	of	Oxford,	Advisory	Board,	2021.	
• Climate	Parliament.	Board	Member.	2021.	
• Global	Challenges	Research	Fund	(GCRF),	member	of	Strategic	Advisory	Group,	2018-2021.	
• Climate	&	Clean	Air	Coalition	(CCAC),	Scientific	Advisory	Panel,	2017-2020.	



• UN	Secretary	General’s	Climate	Envoy,	Climate	Action	Summit,	Science	Advisory	Group,	2019.	
• Intergovernmental	Panel	on	Climate	Change	(IPCC),	Lead	Author	for	the	6th	Assessment	Report,	

2018-2022	
• IPCC,	Lead	Author,	Special	Report	on	Global	Warming	of	1.5oC,	2017-2018	
• IPCC,	Coordinating	Lead	Author,	2010-14	
• Ministry	of	Water,	Irrigation	and	Electricity	(MoWIE),	Energy	Advisory	group,	2017-2020	
• UNEP	Emissions	Gap	Report,	Steering	Committee	Member,	2015-2017.	

	
	
EDITORIAL	BOARDS	OF	ACADEMIC	JOURNALS	
	

• Climate	Policy	–	Editor-in-Chief	
• WIREs	Energy	and	Environment	–	Associate	Editor	
• Climate	and	Development	–	Associate	Editor	
• Journal	of	Energy	in	Southern	Africa	–	Associate	Editor	
• Sustainable	Production	and	Consumption	–	Associate	editor	(until	January	2023)	
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