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[As Ms. Bokova was unable attend the meeting, her speech below was read to the audience by Flavia Schlegel, UNESCO assistant director-general for natural sciences.]




Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of UNESCO, it is a great pleasure to be here with you on this occasion. 
I can hardly think of a more fitting location than Trieste for the 5th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Board of the United Nations Secretary-General.

The city has always been at the crossroads of different cultures. 

At the same time, Trieste has always been open to the world, the most active port on the Adriatic Sea, at the cutting edge of research, with the presence of numerous scientific institutions of global reputation.

Among them, let me express my deep gratitude to the four institutions hosting us:

· TWAS, the World Academy of Sciences for the advancement of science in developing countries, has been promoting and advancing science and engineering in the developing world for over three decades.
· ICTP, the Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics, has been visionary about the importance of building capacities in the physical and mathematical sciences in developing countries. This has never been so important to meet current challenges and advance inclusive and sustainable development. 

· ICGEB, the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, showcases a successful international initiative in science, with more than 60 member states and a common approach to provide a scientific and educational environment of the highest standard for innovative research in life sciences.

· IAP, the Global Network of Science Academies, set an essential objective in providing high-quality, independent advice on science-related issues to government and society.
Being here today is a strong reminder of the ideals we, UNESCO, Italy and Trieste, share.
Culture and reason, respect for heritage and the promotion of science are essential answers to ignorance and violence.

Historic Italian cities, with their palazzos and public squares, embodied in Siena, Firenze, Venezia, Roma, Trieste, and so many others, bear witness to the power of culture and heritage to bring people together, in times of joy and celebration, as well as in times of trial and uncertainty. 

They are a reminder also that the cradle of science and reason stood right here, in Italy.
The world will not be the same without the contribution of all the brilliant minds that flourished on this land, from Galileo Galilei to Carlo Rubbia, from Leonardo da Vinci to Leva Montalcini. 
This story has always been underpinned by an essential humanism in its approach to science, and this ingenuity continues to thrive today. 
The four centres in Trieste perpetuate this tradition of excellence.

They are a symbol for science cooperation.

The same spirit guides the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), which has pushed forward the boundaries of fundamental science on the origins of matter.

CERN was founded in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1954, under the auspices of UNESCO, to foster peaceful scientific exchanges, for the benefit of all societies.

Cooperation is the deepest tradition of science, building on the values of openness and integrity, to advance the borderless quest of new knowledge, and I wish to welcome today Fabiola Gianotti, as the Director of the CERN and as the Co-Chair of this meeting of the Scientific Advisory Board of the United Nations Secretary-General.

Cooperation has never been so important.

We are living in times of deep change across the world. 
Opportunities have never been so vast, for dialogue, for exchange.

At the same time, challenges are steep.

These are times of turbulence, when poverty and inequalities remain deep, when societies are undergoing transformation, when the planet faces rising pressure from the impacts of climate change.

In this picture of complexity, one point emerges clearly. The world is calling out for science.

It is calling for innovative approaches across disciplines.

It is calling for stronger linkages between science and policy.

I believe we have entered a new age of limits – limits in resources, limits of the planet.

This means we must make far more of the greatest renewable energy we have. This is human ingenuity. This is creativity and innovation.

This is why science is so vital today, to craft new solutions that are inclusive, just and sustainable.

Science is the way to link the economic, the environmental and the social dimensions of sustainability.

Science is about knowledge, about making progress in understanding the world around us.

Science is essential to take forward the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Climate Change Agreement.

For this agenda, we need stronger science, more connected science, more integrated into policy-making. 
We need a new focus on the sciences, to promote equitable and inclusive growth, to eradicate poverty, to bolster energy, water and food security, to control disease, to mitigate disasters, to build sustainable cities.
Trieste and its history is closely linked to the Adriatic Sea, like Venice, like Dubrovnik and so many other beautiful cities. 
Clean Water and Sanitation and Healthy Oceans are at the core of Agenda 2030. 

These are priorities for UNESCO. 

This starts with UNESCO’s International Hydrological Programme, to help States manage water resources and address needs through science.

UNESCO’s ‘water family’ represents a global network of 28 water-related centers, including the IHE-Institute for Water Education and 30 water-related Chairs. 

I wish to commend the overall championship of Italy at UNESCO -- among UNESCO’s strongest partners, home to the World Water Assessment Programme, an initiative led by UNESCO in Perugia, which spearheads the annual World Water Development Report.

This includes the leading role of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, for essential ocean science and observation, for early warning systems.

It is by joining our forces today, and by sharing our knowledge and technologies that we will help finding the solutions of tomorrow.

Your work will inspire decision-makers, but not only.

Your work will also inspire boys and girls, students and young scientists --you are role models for younger generations, who will need to bring science ever further.

Sustainability must begin in the minds of young women and men, from developing and developed countries, from the North and the South, on the benches of institutions such as these four scientific institutions here in Trieste.

The Irish writer, James Joyce, who lived here and was inspired by Trieste, once wrote:

“I am tomorrow what I establish today. I am today what I established yesterday or some previous day.” 
This is the opportunity we must now seize, to establish today the foundations for a better future, for all.

In this spirit, I thank you all for your commitment. 
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